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  March 2022 

The 40 Days in Lent go from Ash Wednesday to Easter, not counting Sundays. The traditional Lenten disci-
plines of fasting and penitence remind us of our reliance on the grace of Jesus Christ. I pray this list will be a 
Lenten guide for prayer and practice, prompting us to seek the fullness of life in Jesus. This is not intended to 
be an onerous project, feel free to substitute or adjust the daily practices if necessary. I encourage you to 
journal about your Lenten practices. You may also share your reflections on the Lenten reminders on FPC’s 
Facebook page, or you may share them with me. In any event, please begin with the practice on Ash 
Wednesday, March 2 and continue through Holy Saturday, April 16. 

May God’s richest blessings always be yours. 

Lent Yourself Up 

• Day 1, 3/2 -  Attend the drive-through Ash Wednesday at FPC. If you are unable, use the at-home liturgy 
from Pastor Joe or contact him for transportation. 

• Day 2, 3/3 - Pray for your enemies, or someone who annoys you. Thank God for them, ask God’s blessing 
on them, and look for something to appreciate in them. 

• Day 3, 3/4 - Fast from social media 

• Day 4, 3/5 - Observe 5 minutes of silence at a time of your choice 

• Day 5, 3/7 - Help a stranger. 

• Day 6, 3/8 - Read the 1st chapter of a book of the Bible with which you are unfamiliar. Read the rest of the 
book when you can. 

• Day 7, 3/9 - At 6 a.m., or when you wake up, read Luke 1:68-79 (The Benedictus). Reflect on how today is 
a gift. 

• Day 8, 3/10 - Pray for the Scout troops that meet at FPC. 

• Day 9, 3/11 - Fast from sugary treats, food, and drink. Reflect on the sweetness of God’s love. 

• Day 10, 3/12 - Donate at least 3 books to a library or thrift store. 

• Day 11, 3/14 - at 9 a.m. read Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (The Shema). Reflect on how to keep God’s word ever 
before you. 

• Day 12, 3/15 - Draw, take a photo, or write about something you see today that is beautiful. 

• Day 13, 3/16 - Patronize a locally-owned business. 

• Day 14, 3/17 - Invite somebody to come to worship or a church event with you. 

• Day 15, 3/18 - Fast from your favorite food or drink today. Reflect on the sacrifice God made in Jesus 
Christ for you. 

• Day 16, 3/19 - Pray for the people who attend addiction recovery groups that meet at FPC. 

• Day 17, 3/21 - Write out Matthew 11:28-30 by hand and tape it where you will see it every day. 

• Day 18, 3/22 - Send a note of gratitude to your local police or fire chief, let them know you are praying 
for them and the ones who serve in their charge.     

           ~ continued on page 2 
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Lent Yourself Up, continued 

• Day 19, 3/23 - Read Ephesians 3:16-20, consider that Paul is writing this letter to you and feel the fullness 
of God. 

• Day 20, 3/24 - Introduce yourself to a neighbor you do not know. 

• Day 21, 3/25 - Fast from watching TV today. 

• Day 22, 3/26 - Compliment three people today, at least one of whom is a stranger. 

• Day 23, 3/28 - Take a walk in your neighborhood. Before you go, write this down and take it with you, 
“Walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us a fragrant offering and sacri-
fice to God.” (Eph. 5:2, NIV) 

• Day 24, 3/29 - Write a thank-you note to someone who has been meaningful in your life that is not a rel-
ative. 

• Day 25, 3/30 - Donate five items to a thrift shop or clothes closet. 

• Day 26, 3/31 - Pray for your pastor, church musician, and office staff. 

• Day 27, 4/1 - Fast from purchasing non-essentials. 

• Day 28, 4/2 - At 12 p.m. read Matthew 25:31-40. Reflect on how you can make an act of mercy a regular 
part of your life. 

• Day 29, 4/4 - Pray for your local elected officials. 

• Day 30, 4/5 - Discard or donate a promotional item you received for free but have not used in the past 
year. 

• Day 31, 4/6 - Pray for the students and teachers at Enon Montessori School whose classes meet in our 
building. 

• Day 32, 4/7 - Visit, call, or write a note to someone who lives alone. 

• Day 33, 4/8 - Fast from gossip and negative talk. 

• Day 34, 4/9 - At 5 p.m. read Luke 1:46-55 (The Magnificat). Choose a single word in the text to reflect on. 

• Day 35, 4/11 - Look out a window in your home until you see something you have not noticed before. 

• Day 36, 4/12 - Take a walk on your street. Pray for the people who live in the homes you pass. 

• Day 37, 4/13 - Make a contribution to a non-profit, or donate food to a food pantry. 

• Day 38, 4/14 (Maundy Thursday) - At 3 p.m. read Luke 23:44-56. Where is there hope despite the dark-
ness of the hour described in this passage?  Attend Maundy Thursday service at church (time to be an-
nounced). 

• Day 39, 4/15 (Good Friday) - Reflect on someone with whom you are out of accord. Pray to find a way of 
healing in the relationship. 

• Day 40, 4/16 (Holy Saturday) - At 8 p.m., read Luke 2:29-32 (Nunc Dimittis) and make the following your 
prayer at bedtime, “Save me Lord, while I am awake; protect me while I sleep, that I may keep watch 
with Christ, and rest with him in peace.” 

 

+grace and peace, 

Pastor Joe 
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Clerk’s 

Corner 
February 27, 2022 

Session Recap 

The April Lifeline will have Session Re-
caps for both February and March due to the Febru-
ary Session meeting being rescheduled to a date 
after the March Lifeline was prepared.  The next 
Session meeting is scheduled for March 20th.  If you 
have any questions about Session, please see any 
Elder or the clerk, Kathleen Seewer. 

A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

It's the month of March already!  With the promise of Spring right around the corner, the kids, the wife and I 
are rejoicing.  Soon there will be tulips and daffodils popping up and buds on the trees.   

Of course, this month, we also have to remember what Jesus suffered through for our sins.  This is the begin-
ning of a solemn time to reflect on all that he endured, and how we can honor him. We will start off on Ash 
Wednesday with a drive through blessing and receiving ashes at the front entrance of the church, rain or 
shine, 0 degrees or 80 degrees  Please plan to come by between 11:00 am-1:00 pm, or 4:30-6:00 pm. 

We had a fun month in the life of the church in February.  The Cornerstone Class took a field trip to see the 
Sistine Chapel Exhibit and had lunch together.  There were 25 participants!!  I heard it was such a success, 
that Pastor Joe says more field trips are being planned for the near future. 

There was a great turnout for Souper Bowl Sunday, where Bean Soup and Ham, Chicken Tortilla Soup, and all 
the fixings were served up.  A game was played, and my kids had a blast watching from behind the cur-
tain.  The generosity of our Church family was evident that day.  The collection for the FISH pantry was over 
$1000!  What a loving and truly caring group of people we have among us! 

The Senior Center lunch was a big hit.  Again, we served up Bean Soup and Ham, Coleslaw, 
Cheesy Cornbread and Jello Poke Cake.  Some leftovers came back to the church, and we are 
looking forward to sampling any crumbs left behind. 

Enjoy the changing of the season, and although you may never see us, we see you and enjoy 
watching the fellowship, love and warmth that exudes from all of you!   ~Ecclesial Mouse 

Adult Christian Education News 

Cornerstone Class meets each Wednesday at 2:00 pm 

(no class Ash Wednesday) in the Lounge.  We will be 

studying the book of Psalms during Lent.  Please see 

Pastor Joe for the latest 

information.  You can join 

in any time without being 

at prior classes.  All are 

welcome. Snacks are 

served.  Come join us! 

Serving lunch at the Senior Center—February 24th. 
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The Cornerstone Class took a field trip and visited the traveling Sistine Chapel exhibit at the Fairfield Com-

mons Mall on February 2nd.  The exhibit was outstanding and enjoyed by all. 

 

Thank You, Thank You! 

Thanks to your very generous dona-

tions, we raised over $1,000 for the 

FISH Food Pantry on Souper Bowl 

Sunday, Feb. 13th. 

We had a delicious meal of bean soup 

and chicken tortilla soup and teamed 

up for Table Top Football after wor-

ship. The First Presbyterian Pigskins 

won the Table Top Football game.  

Each team member took home a bag 

of snacks for the Super Bowl game 

later that the evening.  Get your team 

ready for next year’s Souper Bowl! 

Thank you  
Art Myers for 
braving the last 
snow storm and 
clearing the 
sidewalks to 
keep us safe 
when we come 
to church. 

 Supper Club with 
Cindy, Marilyn, 

Ed, John, Corkie, 
Chris, and Dixie 
enjoy a time of 
fellowship and 
good food at  

Osaka Japanese 
Steak House. 
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Happy Birthday! 

Mar 13 Norm Willoughby 

 17 Joyce Burnette 

 20 Kay Smith 

 25 Tommy Thomas 

 26 Linda Hartsock 

 28 Christy Brewer 

 30 Paul Schneider   

 
 
 

Congratulations 
on your  

retirement 
Linda Keller! 

 
Thank you for the lovely 
flowers given by Marilyn 
Low and brought to me 
by Dick Winters,  I have 
been enjoying them all 
week.  Thank you also for 
the lovely birthday cake 
which Dick Winters also 
brought.  I'm sorry I was-
n't there to enjoy it with 
you all.  I did share it with 
my friends here - it was 
delicious!  
Yours - Harriet Ensor 

 

 

 

 

Happy  
Retirement 

Dixie! 
Best Wishes! 

Dear Pastor Joe & the Congregation of 
the First Presbyterian Church, 
I wanted to reach out and thank you all 
for the smiles, handshakes and greetings 
you extended to our Uncle Chuck Ryan 
over the years.  You were truly a bless-
ing to Chuck after his wife Maria passed 
away.  You provided a loving place for 
him to grow in his faith and to connect with oth-
ers.  He would often tell us about his Bible Study 
Group and the monthly dinners.  We attended ser-
vices with him several times and the genuine 
warmth and caring was so appreciated.  You are a 
small but mighty congregation! 
Peace and blessings to you all  
- Ed and Holly Szpara (nephew and niece-in-law of 
Charles Ryan) 

Dear Church Family, 
Words will never be enough to express our apprecia-
tion for all the support, care, kindness, and love my 
family and I felt during Erik’s struggles these past 
few months.  We our truly blessed to be part of such 
a wonderful church family.  We appreciate all the 
prayers, cards, flowers, visits, and meals we received 
from you.  The service and meal afterwards provided 
by Cindy Bowen and the Deacons was es-
pecially appreciated as we shared memo-
ries of Erik.  Thank you all so very much. 
Blessings to you all, 
Diane and Family 
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March 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

Ash Wednesday 
Drive Through 

11:00am—1:00pm 

& 4:30pm-6:00pm 

3 4 5 

6 

10:15 am 
Worship with 
Communion 

7 

1:00 pm            
Hope Circle  —

Lounge 

8 9 
12:30 pm 

Property Comm 
2:00 pm 

            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

10 11 12 

 

13 

10:15 am 
Worship 

14 15 16 

 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  
Class —Lounge 

17 

Happy 
St. Patrick’s 

Day 

18 19 

20 

10:15 am 
Worship 
11:30 am 

Session Mtg 

21 22 

FPC Group 
Walk - 

Watch for  
further details 

23 
11:30 am 

Sr. Ctr Lunch 
 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

24 25 26 

27 

10:15 am 
Worship 

28 

Lifeline Articles 
due in office 

29 30 

 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  
Class —Lounge 

31   
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Articles for the April Lifeline need  to be  in the office by March 28. 
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline 

in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.        
_____________ 

Please let the office  know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building  
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call. 

SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS 
A shopping list is provided for your use.  Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn 
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry.  You can leave items in the bins in the narthex.  If you 
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know.  I’ll be happy to help. 
Linda Hartsock 
School Pantry Coordinator 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pasta Noodles     Oatmeal     Crackers 
Pasta Sauce     Pancake Mix (add water only)  Snacks 
Ravioli (Can or individual)   Pancake Syrup     Canned Vegetables  
Soup      Poptarts     Juice 
Rice and Noodle Mixes   Nuts      Paper Towels 
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)  Pudding     Toilet Paper 
Tuna and Chicken cans   Fruit cups     Shampoo/Cond. 
Vegetable Oil/Spray    Peanut Butter     Body Wash 
Cereal      Jelly      Feminine Hygiene 
Breakfast bars/muffins 

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
phone:  937-878-3954 

email:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 

 
“The Friendliest Church in Town” 

 
Sunday Worship:  10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website 

 
Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 

    email:  pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com 
Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 
Choir Director:  Shelda Cox 

Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman   

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Julie Brown, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers, 

Troy Oliver, David Sellers, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt  

mailto:firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com

